James Angleton: Superspook or Tragic tigure 
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The literature on Janus Angleton. hir- 
:m*r chief of rntmtcrtntrJUp nee for the 
Central Intelligence Agency. could fill a 
£iit>U bookshelf. 

Mr. Angleton** first chronicler was none 
other iluut Harold "Kim" P hiiby. the S o- 

The Bookshelf 

“Wilderness of Mirrors” 

Uy David C. Martin. Harper «£ 
Row. 2d ft patjvs. $12.50. 

viet “moie" who penetrated the top level of 
the British Intelligence Service. In his 1368 
memoir, written from Moscow. Mr. Plillby 
blew Mr. Ancieton’s cover and roisehie- 
vously recalled the “genuine friendliness 
between him aud Mr. Angleton during the 
late 

When these embarrassing sections of 
the Pldlby book were summarized in The 
Washington Post in 19GtJ. Mr. Angleton was 
Irate. He promptly severed his friendship 
with Ben liradlec, U>c Posts editor- end- 
ing a relationship that had seen the Brad- 
lees and Uie Ar. glutens learning to dance 
tlie “twist'* together In happier days. 

Much as he disliked that first mention 
by Mr. Philby. Mr. Angleton has seemed - 
to some of his former colleagues at the 
CIA- to be cultivating publicity In the 
years since his forced retirement m 1374. 
His detractors point to a recent wave of 
“ Anglelonla" as evidence that Mr. Angle- 
ton ami some of his former associates have 
been urlng journalists in their battle for 
vindication and revenge. 

A simpler explanation for the recent lit- 
erary Interest in Mr. Angleton is th.it he is 
-In the view ut friends and foes alike- the 
most fascinating, and perhaps the most 
powerful, personality the CIA has yet pro- 
duced. In “Orchids for Mother." a thinly 
disguised novel by Anton Latham. Intel)!* 
gi*nce buffs began to learn of Mr. Angle- 
ton’s passion (or cultivating rare flowers; 
Ins method ef playing espionage agents 
slowly, like trout on a fishing line; and hrs 
habit ot chainsmoking “Virginia Slims. ' 

In a 1375 nonfiction account culled 
“Legend." by Edward Jay Epstein, read- 
ers were briefed on Mr. Angle ton's chilling 
theory that the Soviets have been sending 
hiise dc-foctors to the U.S. to seduce anti 
demoralize the OA And in "The Fourth 
Man,” by Andrew ltoyie, they thrilled at 


his quiet role in unmasking Mr. Thill y ami 
oilier Brtttsh trnitora. In these bocks. Mr. 
Ativienm seumrd to personify the twilight 
world of espionage »h.it had previously sur- 
faced o»»:y in spy fiction. 

David Martin, a reporter for Newsweek 
magazine, has turned the Angleton sup.a in- 
sale out In his new book. “Wilderness "t 
Minors." In place of the prevailing view of 
Mr. Angleton n3 an eccentric supt-rspook. 

Mr. Martin argues that he is a near-tragic 
figure, whose own career was finally de- 
stroyed by the ell male of suspicion he had 
Instituted at the CIA. 

Mr. Martin researches! his book in a 
way that Mr. Angleton. as an intelligence 
professional, must find anncyingly iamil- 
lar: a classic double-cross. 

The book opens with Mr. Martin confid- 
ing that Mr. Angleton was once his 
“source." with whom he held “perhaps 
more than a hundred" conversations iu the 
years after 1374. Indeed, he notes. "An- 
gicton euccuraged my first thoughts of 
writing a book" -although that book sup- 
posedly was to be a study of the late Wil- 
liam Harvey, another cl the CIA's great 
characters. Some material on Mr. Har- 
vey's covert career remains in the book 
Mr. Martin ultimately produced, but Its 
pages are dominated by the enigmatic Mr. 
Angle-ton. 

The reporter-source relationship ended 
suddenly, two years ago, when Mr. Martin 
began to explore one of the strangest rid- 
dles that haunts Intelligence journalism: 
the allegation that Mr. Angleton. the CLA's 
chief mole hunter for 20 years, may him- 
self have beeu a Soviet agent 

Tills y negation strikes most people who 
know Mr. Angleton as preposterous. Put 
the fact that such a case was actually pre- 
pared by one of Mr. Angleton's associates 
on the CIA counterintelligence staff- mid 
presented to top-level CIA officials in 1074 
-suggests the corrosive power ol die ana- 
lytical method that Mr. Angleton himself 
had championed. 

This method started with the plausible 
assumption that there was a Soviet mole 
within the CL\, and then tried to d.-dvee 
who the mole was c*n the basis of minute 
facte and discrepancies in a particular i.IA 
officer’s record. Eventually. Mr. Angle- 
ton's number came up. 

The allegation, however dubious, is con- 
tained on iii hours of tape rccoidcd in 1374 
by Mr. Angelton's accuser. The tape Is 
said to be held in sLvlct secrecy in the of- 
fice of CIA Director Siansficfd Turner. 

It's Ironic that U»c case was rejected by 
then CIA director William Colby, the same 
mar. who fired him later that year. Mr. 
Mart!:* notes that Mr. Colby's reason for 
dismissing his counterintelligence chief - 
his dislike of what be viewed as Mr. Angle- 
ton's hypersuspi clous mt thuds- prevented 
him from tnkiiip serbiUy lite similarly 
conspiratorial case me.de against Mr. An- 
gleton. 

Mr. Marlin's underlying; thesis Is that 
during Mr Angle ton's 2t) years as Chief uf 
Counterintelligence, the CIA became lost in 
a “wilderness of tturrers." The phrase, it 
should be noted. was Mr. Anglebm's own; 
he used U «*> describe what he believed was 
a massive Sonet KGB deception campaign 
against tne West. »n which nothing the CtA 
tone hod couhi be fully trusted. 

Luviet defectors were likely tn be (al« 
defectors; agents recruited by the CIA 
were likely to be Soviet double agents, 
feeding “disinformation ‘ to tlieh CIA case 
officers. 


Within the CIA, this view of a aeurty In* 
virurible HUB came to be known os tin* 
"teti-foot-tall syndrome," and many lor* 
niet t'lA officers believe that it nearly pnr 
filyr.ed the (MA's own operations against 
the Soviets. They contend that Mr. Angle- 
ton's skepticism was so withering ard per- 
vasive that, during part of ;he Ws. the 
agency nearly gave op trying ;o recruit 
spies behind the Iron Curtain. 

The problem with this critique ot the 
Angleton method is that much of the time. 
Mr. Angleton was right. Reliable evidence 
suggests that many of the CIA's supposed 
recruits during the lSGCs were in lact. So* 
viol double agents. And there Is also some 
evidence that Soviet “ disinformation" dur- 
ing this period contributed io erroneous 
CIA estimates of Soviet strategic capabili- 
ties and political goals. CIA officers didn’t 
tike oetng totd by Mr. Angleton tna; they 
were drawing water from a poisoned well, 
but in many instances, he was correct. 

“Wilderness of Mirrors" should be rend 
partly as a battle document In the v. ar of 
leaks between former CIA nlficers. Mr. 
Martin's sources- hostile to Mr. Angletro 
-have argued their case with a remarkn- 
b!v detailed account of U;c interne.' dis- 
putes about the defectors and double 
agents that tied the CIA in knots during the 
lOCCs. But already, the Angleton forces are 
challenging parts of the book, and rebut- 
tals will surely follow. 

Intelligence bute will savor each new 
revelation. So too. undoubtedly, will the 
KG3. But the discussion may be of Itmlu-d 
Interest to the general reader, who cannot 
b« blamed if he decides to leave the tor- 
tuous logic of counterintelligence to the 
l rofr-^kiUnls. 


,\fr. [gnatius. who ewers the Senate for 
the Journal's Washington hurra* wiles 
frequently about intelligence matters. 
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